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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This communication is response to Applicant's amendment filed on March 31, 2003. 
The rejections are as stated below: 

Status of Claims 

2. Of the original claims 1-18, claims 1-2, 5-10, 16 and 18 have been amended and claim 13 
has been cancelled. Additionally, claims 19-25 have been added. Accordingly, claims 1-12 and 
14-25 are under prosecution in this application. 

Summary of this Office Action 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-12 and 14-25 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Therefore, claims 1-12 and 14-25 are rejected 
as being unpatentable over the art cited below, and Applicant's request for allowance is 
respectfully denied. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 
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Specifically, in claim 1, the "authorized person" is not clearly set forth as someone other 
than the account holder. In claim 10, it does not specify the identity of the person who enters the 
secret code. Accordingly, it could be the account holder who is making the transaction. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-12 and 14-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Nakano et al. (United States Patent Number 5,845,260). 



Claim 1 . Nakano et al. disclose a system for collecting, storing and forwarding account 
approval information for transactions between terminals and hosts for a source account 
associated with an accountholder, enabling account withdrawals and charges by someone other 
than an accountholder, which system comprises: 

a) an input terminal in which an accountholder provides data indicating the source 
account at an institution from which funds will be paid or charges made, and account approval 
information and account restriction information comprising terms and conditions on the use of 
the account, which account restriction information includes a cap value on the amount of the 
funds or charges to be made available, all of which are transmitted to (abstract; fig. 1 and 
associated text); 
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b) a trigger server which stores account information, account approval information and 
account restriction information for said source account, in association with a secret code (fig. 3 
and associated text); and 

c) a requesting terminal at an authorized person who presents said secret code is 
provided the source account approval information for a to the institution in which the previously 
within the terms and conditions set by the accountholder provided source account is maintained 
(abstract; fig. 1 and associated text). 

Claim 2. Nakano et al disclose a system as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the input terminal 
includes means for collecting and transmitting said data to said trigger server, comprising at least 
one of an automated teller machine, a credit or debit card block, a point of sale machine, a 
personal computer, a lotto machine, a touch-tone telephone, a fax machine, and a wireless device 
(abstract; fig. 3 and associated text). 

Claim 3: Nakano et al. disclose a system as claimed in claim 1, wherein the input terminal 
generates a random secret code (abstract; fig. 3 and associated text). 

Claim 4: Nakano et al disclose a system as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the secret code is 
established by the sender via keyboard input, digitally, optically or magnetically (abstract; fig. 3 
and associated text). 
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Claim 5. Nakano et al. disclose a system as claimed in claim 1, wherein the input terminal 
also includes at least one of a barcode reader, a printing device, a magnetic-card writer and a 
magnetic card reader (abstract; fig. 3 and associated text). 

Claim 6. Nakano et al. disclose a system as claimed in claim 5, wherein the secret code is 
printed as numbers, letters, symbols, or barcode, or is digitally, magnetically or optically stored 
(abstract; fig. 3 and associated text). 

Claim 7. Nakano et al. disclose a system as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the requesting 
terminal includes means for transmitting said secret code to said trigger server, comprising at 
least one of an automated teller machine, a credit or debit card block, a point of sale machine, a 
personal computer, a lotto machine, a fax machine, a wireless device and a touch-tone telephone 
(abstract; fig. 3 and associated text). 

Claim 8. Nakano et al. disclose a system as claimed in claim 1, wherein the requesting 
terminal also includes at least one of a barcode reader and a magnetic card reader (abstract; fig. 3 
and associated text). 

Claim 9. Nakano et al. disclose a system as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the source account 
is any account capable of being authorized electronically, including at least one of a credit 
account, a checking account, a savings account, a money market account, an investment account 
and a telephone account (abstract; figs. 1-3 and associated text). 
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Claim 10. Nakano et al. disclose a method for enabling collection, storage and delivery of 
source account approval information for withdrawals and charges to a source account associated 
with an accountholder, by someone other than the accountholder, which method comprises: 

a) an accountholder providing data indicating a source account at an institution from 
which funds will be paid or charges made, and account approval information and account 
restriction information comprising terms and conditions on the use of the account, which account 
restriction information includes a cap value on the amount of the funds to be made available 
(abstract; figs. 1, 3 and associated text); 

b) transmitting said data to a trigger server which stores account information, 
account approval information and account restriction information for said source account, in 
association with a secret code (abstract; figs. 1, 3 and associated text); 

c) entering the secret code at a requesting terminal which transmits it to the trigger server 
(abstract; figs. 1, 3 and associated text); and 

d) providing the source account approval information for a charge or withdrawal within 
the terms and conditions set by the accountholder to the institution in which the previously 
provided source account is maintained (abstract; figs. 1, 3, 5 and associated text). 

Claim 1 1 : Nakano et al. disclose a method as claimed in claim 10 wherein accountholder is 
charged a service charge at the input terminal (abstract; fig. 3 and associated text). 



Application/Control Number: 09/500,203 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3624 

Claim 12: Nakano et al. disclose a method as claimed in claim 10 wherein a service charge 
is imposed at the requesting terminal (abstract; fig. 3 and associated text). 

Claim 14: Nakano et al. disclose a method as claimed in claim 10 wherein further comprises 
entering a beneficiary 

account to where money should be remitted (abstract; fig. 1, 3 and associated text). 

Claim 15. Nakano et al. disclose a method as claimed in claim 14, wherein said beneficiary 
account is an account capable of receiving funds electronically, including at least one of a 
checking account, a money market account, an investment account, and a savings account 
(abstract; fig. 1, 3 and associated text). 

Claim 16. Nakano et al. disclose a method as claimed in claim 14, wherein the beneficiary 
account is entered via a magnetic or digital card, keyboard input, a barcode (fig. 3 and associated 
text). 

Claim 17: Nakano et al. disclose a method as claim in claim 10 wherein said step of 
entering the secret code at a requesting terminal further comprises a step of entering personal 
information (fig. 3 and associated text). 
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Claiml8. 



Nakano et al. disclose a method as claimed in claim 17, wherein said 



identification is input means via a keyboard, a magnetic or digital card, a barcode or any other 
apparatus capable of providing the required information (fig. 3 and associated text). 

Claim 19. Nakano et al. disclose a system as claimed in claim 1, wherein an accountholder 
is charged a service charge at the input terminal (col. 2, line 25; fig. 3 and associated text). 

Claim 20, Nakano et al. disclose a system as claimed in claim 1, wherein a service charge is 
imposed at the requesting terminal (fig. 3 and associated text). 

Claim 21. Nakano et al. disclose a system as claimed in claim 1, which further comprises 
means for entering a beneficiary account to where money should be remitted (fig. 5 and 
associated text). 

Claim 22. Nakano et al. disclose a method as claimed in claim 21 , wherein said beneficiary 
account is an account capable of receiving funds electronically, including at least one of a 
checking account, a money market account, an investment account, and a savings account (figs. 
1-3 and associated text). 



Claim 23. Nakano et al. disclose a method as claimed in claim 21 , wherein the beneficiary 
account is entered via at least one of a magnetic or digital card, keyboard input, and a barcode 
reader (fig. 3 and associated text). 
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Claim 24. Nakano et al. disclose a method as claimed in claim 10 wherein said step of 
entering the secret code at a requesting terminal further comprises a step of entering personal 
identification (fig. 3 and associated text). 

Claim 25. Nakano et al. disclose a method as claimed in claim 24, wherein said 
identification is input via at least one of a keyboard, a magnetic or digital card, and a barcode 
reader (fig. 3 and associated text). 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sally Shih whose telephone number is 703-305-8550. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Flexible. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on 703-308-1065. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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